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To: 3GPP_TSG_CN_WG5@LIST.ETSI.FR

Subject: Specifications to be created for Release 4

At the TSG RAN, CN, T and SA meetings in Bangkok, December 2000, I undertook to prepare a list of specifications which need to be created for Release 4. Under the agreement made at the Madrid TSG meetings earlier in the year (March 2000), it is necessary for the responsible TSG to take an explicit decision to upgrade a specification to the next release.  (Where the provisions for the next release differ from those of the preceding release, this is by means of a Change Request in the usual way.  Where no change is needed, a decision of the TSG to upgrade to a technically identical version in the next release is required.)

I enclose a file showing all the specifications under the control of 3GPP.

The "virtual number" column indicates a logical order for the specifications.  3G specs in the ranges 21.xxx to 35.xxx and 41.xxx to 55.xxx are mapped onto the equivalent number in the range 01.xxx to 15.xxx. Old format GSM specs are mapped from aa.xx to aa.0xx.

A spec number in italic indicates that the preceding specification has been replaced by that shown in italic, which has its own entry in the table.

A cell shown in red indicates a specification which it is anticipated will be created for the appropriate Release, but which has not yet been created. The working assumption is that, unless the TSG / WG has indicated to the contrary, any specification which exists for Release N will also exist for Release N+1.

Note that, in quite a few cases, the Release 1998 GSM specification has not been mapped to a corresponding Release 1999 spec.  In some cases – for example specs relating to CTM - this is a deliberate decision of the TSG. In others, the decision was postponed and eventually (probably) forgotten, so that specs which should exist in R99 versions in fact do not.  These are marked with red cells in the table, and the TSGs are encouraged to check whether R99 versions are actually required.  It would also be valuable for the TSGs to check the missing R99 specs where it has previously been decided not to upgrade from R98, to verify that decision.  These are not shown red in the table, but can be easily identified as blank cells in the R99 column.

I remind you that, if you decide not to propagate a spec to the next release, you must trawl through all your specs to ensure that references to that specification are eliminated from the new Release versions.  For example, if (hypothetical) 01.39 R98 has a reference to 02.06, then you must either propagate 02.06 to R99, or you must eliminate the reference to 02.06 from 01.39 R99.  The same argument of course applies to upgrading from Release 1999 to Release 4.  This implies quite a lot of work but, sorry, there is no way round it!

Remember that old format GSM specs of the form aa.bb are, for Release 4 onwards, mapped to specs numbered (aa+40).0bb.  E.g. 01.39 R99 would become 41.039 Rel-4.

My working assumption (encouraged by RAN and SA decisions in Bangkok) is that every red cell will be filled unless I am explicitly told otherwise. So, please do your homework, and come to the March TSGs (GERAN: February) ready to create the new versions for Release 4 (and any missing R99 versions).

Best regards

John M Meredith, ETSI-MCC
<<jmm_release_matrix.zip>>
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